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A DIGITAL DECLARATION OF LOVE: 
NFTs of The Kiss by Gustav Klimt now available for 
Valentine’s Day 
26 January 2022 

In collaboration with artèQ, the Belvedere is launching a NFT drop of a historical 
masterpiece. Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the most famous depiction of a pair 
of lovers will be offered for sale in a limited number of digital excerpts. 

 
Preview image/NFT The Kiss  

Gustav Klimt’s The Kiss (Lovers) – one of the world’s most famous works of art and the 
centerpiece of the Belvedere’s collection – will be specially implemented as an NFT project. A 
high-resolution digital copy will be divided into a 100 x 100 grid, resulting in 10,000 inimitable 
individual pieces that will be offered as non-fungible tokens, or NFTs for short. 
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In addition to purchasing the NFT, buyers can register as owners of their piece on the platform 
thekiss.art, where the picture can be viewed in its entirety. This entry can also serve as a 
declaration of love – just in time for Valentine’s Day. 

“What does it mean to own a work of art in the digital age? The rise of NFTs, which has 
preoccupied the art world since 2020, has given fresh impetus this intriguing question. The 
conversion of digital reproductions into virtual originals opens up new forms of participation that, 
in financial terms, should be taken seriously, yet can also be viewed playfully,” says Belvedere 
General Director Stella Rollig about the drop. 

Love declarations aside, the Belvedere expects a high level of interest from NFT collectors: “The 
very small number of shares for the world market and the fact that each piece is unique is what 
makes these tokens so valuable,” says Wolfgang Bergmann, Managing Director of the 
Belvedere. 

Farbod Sadeghian, founder of artèQ, added: “We are proud that artèQ’s innovative technology 
and concept was chosen for the implementation of this globally unique project and that we were 
allowed to become a partner of the project.” 

The 10,000 NFTs can be purchased at an estimated retail price of around 1,850 euros each. A 
special process was chosen for this: A “whitelisting” phase will begin on 26 January at 00.00 am 
(Central European Time), whereby interested parties can register to purchase on the thekiss.art 
platform. On February 9, those willing to buy will receive authorization to purchase minted NFTs 
of a piece of the digital Kiss. Minting is an imprinting process through which digital art becomes 
part of the blockchain – this guarantees that each NFT is unalterable and forgery-proof. From 
February 9, buyers can complete the transaction. The 10,000 segments of the work will be 
allocated at random. 

The drop, or official release of the NFTs, will take place by Valentine’s Day, February 14. The 
issued NFT certificates will then show exactly which digital part of the painting was purchased. 
An individual dedication of love can be added to the NFT via thekiss.art. These dedications can 
be seen on the platform starting February 14. The NFTs can be resold via any commercially 
available NFT sales platform. 

A team of art law experts at CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz, headed by partner Bernhard Hainz and 
attorney Saskia Leopold, and attorney Klaus Pateter, who specializes in blockchain and 
tokenization, are advising the Belvedere in all legal matters associated with this project. Unzer 
is a partner in payment processing. 
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Gustav Klimt, The Kiss (Lovers), 1908/09 

The couple in The Kiss appear intimately entangled, oblivious to their surroundings and lost in 
their embrace. With this work at the height of his “Golden Period,” Austrian painter Gustav Klimt 
created a universal allegorical statement about love as a central theme of human existence. The 
Austrian State bought the work when it was first presented, in 1908, for the recently founded 
Modern Gallery in the Lower Belvedere. Since then, the painting has remained in the museum’s 
holdings. Today, The Kiss is considered an icon of Viennese Art Nouveau and European 
Modernism. It is one of the most famous works of art in the world. 

About the Belvedere 

Austrian art is presented in an international context at three locations of the Belvedere museum 
in Vienna. The Baroque complex of the Upper and Lower Belvedere and its garden is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Its renowned art collection includes works ranging from the Middle Ages to 
the present day. And with 24 paintings by Gustav Klimt, the Belvedere possesses the world’s 
largest collection of his paintings. Other highlights include prominent works from the Viennese 
Biedermeier period, the Austrian Baroque, Vienna around 1900, and French Impressionism. 
Continued development and digitization in all areas will ensure the Belvedere’s status as an 
outstanding museum in the future as well. 

About artèQ 

artèQ, a venture by the Donau-Finanz Group, is an NFT investment fund and auction house 
whose aim is to unite innovation, technology, and art. The platform brings artists, art collectors, 
and investors closer to digital art using the safest technology available. Via artèQ Auction House, 
a powerful online platform that uses the latest technology in an exclusive virtual environment, 
works of art are traded all over the world – in various auction houses or directly with museums 
and galleries. With its international team of specialists in technology, finance, and the arts, artèQ 
not only guarantees professional support but also constant adaptation to the latest 
developments in the blockchain market. 

www.arteq.io Contact: connect@arteq.io 
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Glossary 
NFT 

NFT is the abbreviation for “non-fungible token.” A token is a digitized asset such as a work of 
art. By purchasing an NFT, one acquires a virtual certificate of authenticity and ownership (a 
“smart contract”) for digital files such as images, videos, or gifs, which is then registered on a 
blockchain in a manner resistant to forgery. Even though the underlying work can still be 
reproduced millions of times, the registered object acquires a uniqueness through this process, 
i.e., it becomes one of a kind. The buyer secures the rights to the unique item and can also resell 
their acquired share at will. 

Blockchain  

The blockchain ensures that all information regarding preceding transactions is stored and 
documented. This technology acts like a decentralized global account book whereby ownership 
is registered. Data and transactions are lined up in chronological order. Once a critical mass is 
reached, the entries are sealed into a “block” and the individual blocks eventually threaded onto 
a tightly connected chain. The blockchain is decentralized and therefore not linked to countries 
or banks; rather, it is stored using the highest safety standards via millions of networked 
computers.  

Minting 

Minting can also be characterized as stamping. Like coin minting, the tokens are registered, and 
the digital art becomes part of the blockchain. This process allows assets to circulate so that 
they remain unalterable and forgery-proof. 

Whitelisting  

In the NFT world, whitelisting means that a crypto wallet address (i.e., a public ETH address) has 
been pre-approved for minting NFTs on specific dates/times. Such designated investors are 
granted permission to participate in the purchase of a token. Whitelisting enables NFT projects 
to reward early backers with guaranteed slots to mint an NFT. 

NFT Drop 

An NFT drop is the release of a non-fungible token project. A drop refers to the exact date, time, 
and mint price of the NFT. 
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Fiat (Money)  

Fiat money refers to a national currency that is not tied to the price of a commodity such as gold 
or silver (e.g., the Euro, U.S. dollar, etc.). In today’s context, the term “fiat money” is often used 
to distinguish cryptocurrency (e.g., Ethereum or Bitcoin) from standard currencies. This 
distinction is useful because the value of cryptocurrency is not determined by countries but by 
supply and demand. The value is limited by its maximum market share; Bitcoin, for example, 
caps at 21 million units. 

Ethereum Wallet 

NFT transactions are recorded in the blockchain and the fee for them is paid from the Ethereum 
Wallet. Those looking to buy NFTs need the appropriate wallet in addition to an account on one 
of the NFT platforms. A wallet provides the ability to manage digital coins. It is based on secret 
encryptions or addresses via which the digital currency is sent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High resolution press photos are available at belvedere.at/en/press for download.  

Link to the video 


