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GESCHICHTEN WIEDERERZAHLEN
(RETELLING STORIES)

"Guest worker" agreements
and the Non-Aligned Movement



Belvedere 21 is located in the immediate vicinity of where the histo-
rical Stidbahnhof was operating until 2015, itself being an important
hub of European labor migration and an arrival point for refugees.
Based on this shared history of place, the active remembrance of
the wars in the former Yugoslavia is the focus of the annual event
series Geschichten wiedererzédhlen (Retelling Stories).

2024 marks the 60t anniversary of the so-called "guest worker"
agreement between Austria and Turkey and the 58 anniversary of
the agreement with the former Yugoslavia. The program deals with
the effects of the so-called "guest workers" and the Non-Aligned
Movement. Since the 1960s, the intertwined state of intergeneratio-
nal relationships, geopolitical realities and economic dependencies
has played an important role.

Curated by Christiane Erharter and Andrea Kopranovic.



PROGRAM

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2024 /4-9PM

4-6PM

TOUR: "THE CANALETTO VIEW" ON ERSTE CAMPUS

Meeting point: Welcome Desk of the Erste Campus,

Am Belvedere 1, 1100 Vienna

Tour of the Art-in-Architecture project on the Erste Campus. It was
planned as a permanent exhibition with projects by internationally
renowned artists, and was curated by Kathrin Rhomberg and
Pierre Bal-Blanc.

In cooperation with

k takt
on

6.30PM

OPENING OF THE AUDIO INSTALLATION DAWN CHORUS
BY ARTIST JASMINA CIBIC

Meeting point: Sculpture Garden

The installation is accessible until September 29, 2024.

7.30PM

SCREENING OF THE FILM BEACONS (2023)

followed by a discussion with the artist Jasmina Cibic
and Andrea Kopranovic

Meeting point: Blickle Cinema

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 /5-8PM

5PM

MEET & GREET: DAWN CHORUS

with Jasmina Cibic, Christiane Erharter, and Andrea Kopranovic
Meeting point: Sculpture Garden

6PM

PRESENTATION AND Q&A BY MUSMIG

Meeting point: Blickle Cinema

Elena Messner and Anna Seidel from the collective MUSMIG

will present their initiative for a museum of migration in Austria.

6.30PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Meeting point: Blickle Cinema

A panel discussion with Anamarija Batista (curator, Vienna and
Salzburg), Jasmina Cibic (artist, London), Doreen Mende (curator,
Dresden) and Jelena Petrovié (art theorist, Belgrade and Vienna)
centering on political architecture, feminist approaches to non-aligned
geographies of art, and the concepts of "entangled internationalism"
and "decolonizing socialism".



JASMINA CIBIC
DAWN CHORUS

Against the backdrop of our global socio-political, climate, and
migration crises, the concept of the nation-state is increasingly being
scrutinized as a legitimate model for the future. This prompts us to
question what constitutes national and transnational cultural capital
within the contemporary condition, how it is shaped, by whom, and for
whom. Thus, we look back at and simultaneously into a possible future
of the Non-Aligned Movement, as one point of reference for under-
standing necessary intersecting parameters of our present.

The temporary immersive sound installation Dawn Chorus by artist
Jasmina Cibic explores such intersections of migration, labor, and
world-making. The project draws inspiration from the remarkable
story of Angela Piskernik (1886-1967), an Austrian-Slovenian scientist
who successfully campaigned to halt the export of songbirds from
Yugoslavia in the late 1950s, just as the Non-Aligned Movement

was being founded on the Brijuni Islands in former Yugoslavia. This
narrative serves as a springboard for contemplating the connections
between geopolitical notions of exoticism and the commercial value
attached to them.

Dawn Chorus features recorded birdsong from Afghanistan, Syria,
Pakistan, Egypt, Tunisia, and India, homelands of the majority of
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children residing in Austria within
the last two years. All of these countries have incidentally also been
members of the Non-Aligned Movement since its inaugural confe-
rence in 1961, with Pakistan joining in 1979.

SEPTEMBER 19-29, 2024
Sculpture Garden

The birds included in the installation are all named after European
naturalists, colonial administrators, and missionaries who became
agents of empires and as such facilitated a global information ex-
change that often contested territories and their resources. With
bird 'discoveries' by the Europeans, and their tradition of 'gifting'
names that followed the newly invented Linnaean taxonomy, local
knowledge would be erased, and local names annulled. As such,
discovery became complicit with the destruction of worlds taking
place within the colonial project. The Linnaean taxonomy system
with its binomial nomenclature represents one of the last systems
of patriarchal control, as its rules do not allow for the names of
organisms to be changed, even when they pay tribute to politically
problematic namesakes - including colonizers and slave owners.
Dawn Chorus attempts to reverse the historical strategies of such
European 're-discovery' of species by including illustrations drawn by
scientific illustrators who were asked to alter the standard workflow
of their practice: They have been given only the Latin and/or common
name of the bird to use as a reference for its proposed appearance.
Working with namesakes of white European men, the proposed illus-
trations decode the language of the discipline and insert decolonial
potential for rewriting the history of patriarchal domination.

Jasmina Cibic (b. Ljubljana 1979) lives and works in London. Her
artistic practice spanning film, sculpture, performance, and installa-
tion explores 'soft power' and asks how political rhetoric is deployed
through art and architecture.



COLOPHON

Locations

BELVEDERE 21 - MUSEUM OF
CONTEMPORARY ART
BLICKLE CINEMA
SCULPTURE GARDEN
ArsenalstraBBe 1, 1030 Vienna

ERSTE CAMPUS
Am Belvedere 1, 1010 Vienna

Dates & Booking
19.9. + 20.9.

Jasmina Cibic, Dawn Chorus,
2024, 6-channel sound installa-
tion, 8 min. loop, commissioned
and produced by Belvedere 21

Thanks to: Jasmina Cibic,
Saso Kalan, Michael Krupica

With the kind support of
British Council Austria
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