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ERWIN WURM 
Performative Sculptures 
June 2 to September 10, 2017 
 

With Erwin Wurm, the 21er Haus presents one of the most important protagonists of Austrian 
contemporary art. The internationally renowned artist will participate in several major 
exhibitions around the world throughout 2017 and, alongside Brigitte Kowanz, occupies the 
Austrian Pavilion of the Venice Biennale. At the 21er Haus, he presents his series of Performative 
Sculptures. 

For more than 35 years, Erwin Wurm has been exploring the basic conditions of sculpture in 
terms of mass, volume, weight, statics and proportion. He exaggerates these categories that are 
intrinsic to art and confronts them with our socio-political norms and values. ‘The radicalism of 
his venture to expand on conventional categorizations is reminiscent of Marcel Duchamp, who 
declared experimental, visual thinking as an artistic programme that enables new avenues for 
art to open up’, says Alfred Weidinger, co-curator of the exhibition. 

Erwin Wurm redefines the social and temporal dimensions of sculpture with his One Minute 
Sculptures by turning action into sculpture. While the sculptor separates his own artistic 
authorship from the implementation of these pieces, these two elements are brought closely 
back together in his Performative Sculptures. In this series, Wurm gets his hands dirty, attacking 
models or raw blocks of clay and deforming them by either physical exertion alone or other 
external means. Afterwards, the artist often casts the abused models in either bronze, 
aluminium, iron, or polyester resin, and then paints them either in colour or with an applied 
patina. Tension arises in the dialogue between the original form of objects and the traces left by 
the performative interventions, which turn the body into the material and the medium of action. 

 



  

 

 
 

In the early 1990s, Erwin Wurm began developing a completely new form of artistic expression 
with his Performative Sculptures. Since 2011, the artist has been working intensively on this 
series of works, which will be comprehensively presented at the 21er Haus for the first time. A 
majority of the 54 performative sculptures and statues have been developed especially for this 
exhibition.  

In the House Attack series, the sculptor attacks models of buildings – some recognizable and 
some unknown, but all of which he has a personal connection to. For example, he lays himself 
on his parents' home and deforms it by his body weight, jumps to the Narrenturm (or Fool’s 
Tower, an old insane asylum in Vienna), digs a hole in the high-security Stammheim prison in 
Germany, or kicks at a German bunker. By abusing different types of buildings with an intent akin 
to corporal punishment, the act of destruction becomes a rebellion against adaptation and 
regulation. The point of departure for a further series, called Beat and Treat, is a raw, industrial 
block of clay that the artist uses to vent his furies. Two additional subgroups of Performative 
Sculptures are Furniture and Objects. In Furniture, Wurm focuses on pieces of furniture such as 
a sofa, an armchair, a recliner, a chest of drawers, or a refrigerator. In Objects, his focus ranges 
from things like a soap dispenser or a wall clock, to a mobile phone, a measuring tape, or a 
pistol. 

With Performative Sculptures, the artist transfers outbursts of anger into sculptural creative 
processes. He thus exaggerates the principle of the sculptural gesture and makes a parody of it. 
‘With this work, Erwin Wurm emotionalizes the work of sculpture, and at the same time 
psychologizes the perspective of the onlooker. The objects are examined via eyes upon traces 
and attempts are made to draw conclusions regarding the artist’s inner motivations, his abysses 
and the disposition that brought about each respective sculptural action’, according to co-
curator Severin Dünser. 

The Fat House was purchased for the Belvedere collection in 2016 and has been placed in front 
of the Upper Belvedere as a visible harbinger of the exhibition in residence at the 21er Haus. It 
engages in a playful dialogue there with the baroque architecture of the palace. This walk-in 
sculpture contains an animation of the overweight house speaking a monologue about the 
meaning of life, art, and architecture. Overall, the work presents an entertaining and ironic 
reflection on the symptoms of our prosperity and an invitation to ponder existential questions.  

‘It is a pleasure for me to be able to present Erwin Wurm's newest series of works in a solo 
exhibition at the 21er Haus’, explains Stella Rollig, General Director of the Belvedere and 21er 
Haus.‘ Erwin Wurm is currently the most respected artist in Austria. While his presentation at the 
Venice Biennial has garnered him attention, our show will add another important aspect to 
Wurm’s reception.’  

The press release as well as high-resolution press images are available for download under the 
following link: http://bit.ly/21erHaus_ErwinWurm_Presse 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Artist’s Biography 
Erwin Wurm lives and works in Vienna and Limberg, Austria 
 
1954  Born in Bruck / Mur 
1974 - 77  Study of History of Art, German Language and Literature Studies, University Graz 
1977 - 79    Art Studies, Mozarteum Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria 
1979 - 82    Gestaltungslehre, University of Applied Art and Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna 

(Prof. Bazon Brock) 
1983   Assistant at the Technical University, Vienna, Institute for Plastic  
1995   Visiting Professor at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, Paris (Plastic Art) 
1996/97  Visiting Professor at the University of Industrial and Artistic Art, Linz 
2002 - 06   Professor of Art and Communication at the Institute for Art and Cultural Science 

at the University of Applied Arts, Vienna 
2007 - 10    Professor at the Institute of Fine Art and Multimedia, Department of Sculpture 

and Multimedia, University of Applied Arts, Vienna 
Since 2014 Member of the Austrian Art Senate 
 
Distinctions 

Monsignore Otto Mauer Prize, 1984 
Vienna Alliance Art Prize, 1991 
Prize for Fine Arts of the City of Vienna, 1993 
Arts Award of the City of Graz, Austria, 2004 
‘Artist of the Year 2007‘ (elected by the magazine KUNSTJAHR 2007 – Die Zeitschrift die Bilanz 
zieht, Nr. 7, Lindinger + Schmid, Regensburg, Germany) 
Honorary member of ADC (Art Directors Club), 2013 
Great State Prize of Austria, 2013 
Silver Commander’s Cross of the Order of Merit for Distinguished Service to the Federal 
Province of Lower Austria, 2015 
The Honorary Visual Arts Prize from the Federal State of Styria, 2015 
 
Greatest achievements or successful pieces 

One Minute Sculptures 
Fat House 
Fat Car 
House Attack 
 
Museum presence  

Erwin Wurm’s artistic works have been shown in 110 solo exhibitions in museums around the 
world. His works are in 64 museum collections in 16 different countries and have been included 
in over one thousand group exhibitions. More information can be found at: www.erwinwurm.at 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Catalogue 
ERWIN WURM – PERFORMATIVE SCULPTURES 
Editors: Stella Rollig, Severin Dünser,  
Alfred Weidinger 
Authors: Severin Dünser, Stella Rollig,  
Alfred Weidinger  
Graphic Design: Atelier Liska/Wesle, 
Vienna/Berlin  
Editor: Katharina Sacken 
Image editing: Pixelstorm, Vienna 
Printing and binding: Grasl FairPrint,  
Bad Vöslau 
Pages: 216  
224 x 292 mm, Hardcover 
German and English in the same volume  
ISBN 978-3-903114-40-1 
Price: 32 Euro  
Available from June 1, 2017 
 
The exhibition catalogue provides com-
prehensive insight into Erwin Wurm's cycle of 
works known as Performative Sculptures. The 
publication analyses Wurm’s works against 
the background of his artistic development. 

 

  



  

 

 
 

General Information 

 
Exhibition Title 
 
Curators 
 
Exhibition Dates  
 
Works 

 
Erwin Wurm –  Performative Sculptures 
 
Severin Dünser and Alfred Weidinger 
 
June 2 to September 10, 2017 
 
54 (+4 videos)  

Venue 
 
 
 
Museum Hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets 
 
 
 
 
Web 

21er Haus 
Museum of Contemporary Art 
Quartier Belvedere, Arsenalstraße 1, 1030 Vienna, Austria 
 
Until June 30, 2017 
Wednesday, 11 am - 9 pm  
Thursday to Sunday, 11 am - 6 pm  
 
From July 1, 2017 
Wednesday and Friday, 11 am - 9 pm  
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, 11 am - 6 pm 
Open on Public Holidays  

General Admission | 7 Euro 
21er Haus Annual Ticket | 21 Euro 
Reduced | 5.50 Euro  
Under 18 | free 
 
21erhaus.at 
facebook.com/21erHaus 
twitter.com/21erHaus 
instagram.com/21erHaus 

#houseattack21 

http://www.21erhaus.at/

