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HERBERT BRANDL. EXPOSED TO PAINTING 

THE PAST TWENTY YEARS 

January 31 to May 24, 2020 

With his large-format imagery, Herbert Brandl ranks alongside the most successful contemporary 

painters in Austria. The Belvedere 21’s presentation of his oeuvre focuses on works produced over 

the past two decades, including pieces that the artist has created especially for this exhibition. 

Herbert Brandl’s oeuvre is dominated by the natural motif, which appears in a variety of manifestations. 

With mountainscapes and panoramas that open our eyes to the monumental, as well as “zoom-ins” and 

“blow-ups” of streams and watercourses, he alternates between close-ups and distant views of nature. 

His work likewise oscillates between figurative and abstracting tendencies, at times culminating in the 

strongly abstract. Brandl conceives of nature in its original form, in other words, as unartificially grown 

organic and inorganic matter that arises and exists without any human intervention. In certain groups 

of works, the artist addresses endangered natural areas. These pieces read like an empathic survey of 

an exposed natural environment whose very survival is endangered. They proclaim an ideal image of 

pristine nature that must be defended in the real world. 

Herbert Brandl was born in Graz in 1959. He attended the University of Applied Arts Vienna, studying 

under Herbert Tasquil and Peter Weibel. The artist is known internationally through his participation in 

major exhibitions, such as documenta IX in Kassel in 1992 and the Venice Biennale in 2007. Brandl was 

a professor at the Kunstakademie Düsseldorf from 2004 to 2019. He lives and works in Vienna and 

Schwanberg/Styria. 



  

 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Exhibition title 

 

 

Curator 

 

Duration  

Herbert Brandl. Exposed to Painting 

The Past Twenty Years 

 

Rolf J. Johannsen  

 

January 31 – May 23, 2020 

Venue 

 

 

Opening hours 

 

 

Tickets 

 

 

 

 

 

Web 

Belvedere 21  

Arsenalstrasse 1, 1030 Vienna 

 

Monday & Tuesday, Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Long evenings: Thursday and Friday until 9 p.m. 

Also on public holidays 

 

Regular | €8  

Belvedere Annual Ticket | €39  

Reduced | €6  

Children and teenagers under 18 | free 

 

belvedere.at/en 

facebook.com/belvedere21 

twitter.com/ belvedere21 

instagram.com/belvedere21wien 

#HerbertBrandl 

 

Other perspectives on Herbert Brandl’s artistic oeuvre can be found in the solo shows at the Kunsthaus 

Graz and at the Künstlerhaus, Halle für Kunst & Medien in Graz. 

Ultra Hybrid, Kunsthaus Graz: July 3 – October 18, 2020 

Bad Romance, Künstlerhaus, Halle für Kunst & Medien, Graz: July 3 – October 18, 2020 

The three exhibitions will be accompanied by separate catalogues depicting the artist’s multifaceted 

oeuvre, including his most recent artworks. 

 

The press release along with high-resolution press photographs are available for download at 

belvedere.at/en/press 


